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iS68 and I think him able to sustain them with ability which
eteTte would Sive them effect- This is what we want in the
* House of Commons, and while it is most important to
uphold honest and honourable men, faithful supporters of
our own party like Lord Henley against Tories and luke-
warm Liberals, I do not think that their claims ought to be
allowed to prevail against the claims of exceptional men.
Where there are two men to sustain one opinion and only
one man to sustain another, the one is a more valuable
man than either of the two ; and after all, the men willing
to vote against the Irish Church are at least two hundred to
one as against men holding original opinions of their own
like yourself and Mr* Bradlaugh. Moreover, the good aver-
age Liberal, especially if he is a man of rank, is likely to
have a better chance for a larger number of constituencies
than such a man as Mr. Bradlaugh j you will see that I
urged upon Mr, Bradlaugh the importance of not allowing
a Tory to step in, and this seems to me the only important
consideration in the matter, You will perhaps let me add
that 1 could scarcely forbear smiling at the modesty which
could let you suppose that you were the candidate against
Whom Mr. Bradlaugh's efforts are likely to have the greatest
effect^ even if he did oppose you, which I sincerely believe
he would not do,

To CHARLES ELIOT NORTON,

AVIGNON* 24/A September 1868.

. . . There is no doubt that the feeling of the mass of
the working classes in England is very much alienated
from the propertied classes, They are very strongly imbued
with a sense of the opposition of interest between the
receivers of wages and the payers of them. But I do not
think that this feeling has reached the point of personal
hatred between classes. I think that the operatives have
confidence in the goodwill towards them of many persons
in the higher and middle ranks, and that experience has
taught them to expect that the others will be brought round
gradually by the joint influence of conviction, persuasion,ched only on main points, for to go through all the
